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In February of 2007, the Syria-Japan Archaeological Joint Research in the Bishri Region started 
the field works in the region of Ar-Raqqa. Since then, seven times of the joint works in the field 
were caried out until December of 2008 as folows:
The 1st season of field works: February 15 to March 3, 2007
The 2nd season of field works: May 6 to 30, 2007
The 3rd season of field works: August 1 to 29, 2007
The 4th season of field works: November 8 to December 12, 2007
The 5th season of field works: March 3 to April 5, 2008
The 6th season of field works: April 25 to June 6, 2008
The 7th season of field works: October 10 to December 2, 2008
Composed of 18 research teams listed below, specialized in natural and cultural sciences, this multi-
diciplinary joint research aims to clarify, through harmonized cooperative field works in the Bishri 
region south of Ar-Raqqa, changes of natural environment, paterns of setlement, subsistence paterns, 
architectural styles, artistic styles and social relationship, thereby clarifying how ancient pastoral 
nomadic tribes contributed to the formation of agriculture-based urban societies along the Middle 
Euphrates, North-East Syria.
 1) Supervising Team “Archaeological Research in West Asia based on Integrated Research 
Methods”（Director: Katsuhiko Ohnuma）
 2) Research Team “Relationship between the Behavioral Evolution and the Process of 
Sedentalisation during the Palaeolithic Period in West Asia” (Director: Hiroyuki Sato)
 3) Research Team “Expansion Process of Food Production Economy and Formation of 
Community in the Arid Area of West Asia” (Director: Yoshihiro Nishiaki)
 4) Research Team “A Comparative Study on the Burial Paterns of the Pastoral Nomadic Tribes” 
(Director: Sumio Fuji)
 5) Research Team “A Study of the Process of Urbanization in West Asia” (Director: Akira Tsuneki)
 6) Research Team “Integrated Research on the Assyrian Civilization in Northern Mesopotamia” 
(Director: Hirotoshi Numoto)
 7) Research Team “Establishment and Development of the Civilization of Sumerian Writing 
System” (Director: Kazuya Maekawa)
 8) Research Team “Development of City-States and the Tribes in West Asia” (Director: Akio 
Tsukimoto)
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 9) Research Team “Environmental History of the Middle Euphrates based on Environmental 
Geology, Environmental Chemistry and C14 Dating” (Director: Mitsuo Hoshino)
10) Research Team “Biological Features of the Ancient Inhabitants of the Middle Euphrates and 
its Peripheral Region” (Director: Hidemi Ishida)
11) Research Team “Zoological and Botanical Archaeology in the Prehistoric to the City-State 
Societies of West Asia” (Director: Hitomi Hongo)
12) Research Team “A Study on the Styles and the Genealogy of Masonry Techniques in Ancient 
West Asian Architecture” (Director: Yasuyoshi Okada)
13) Research Team “Basic Structure and Re-arangement of the Bishri Mountains Tribal Culture 
in the Ancient Oasis City, Palmyra” (Director: Saeko Miyashita)
14) Research Team “Developing Data-base of Archaeological Sites of West Asia: An Investigation 
through the Analysis of Satelite Images” (Director: Ken Matsumoto)
15) Research Team “An Archaeological Study on the Nomadic Tribal Communities in Northern 
Eurasia: A Comparative Study” (Director: Shu Takahama)
16) Research Team “A Study of the Process of Urbanization in the Steppical Border of Syria in 
the Third and Second Milennia B.C.” (Director: Michel Al-Maqdissi)
17) Research Team “A Study of the Bronze Age Potery Obtained by the Syria-Japan 
Archaeological Joint Research in the Region of Ar-Raqqa” (Director: Michel Al-Maqdissi)
18) Research Team “New Perspectives of Anthropology and History towards Arab Tribal Systems” 
(Director: Masayuki Akahori)
The members who participated in the seven times of the joint works are as below:
Syrian Party: Michel Al-Maqdissi (Superviser), Anas Al-Khabour (director), Shaker Al-Shbib 
(director), Ahmed Sultan (Director), Ayham Al-Fahry, Mahmmod Al-Hassan, Ibrahim Musa, 
Mohamad Ali Jajan, Mohamad Ibrahim and Aed Issa.
Japanese Party: Katsuhiko Ohnuma (Superviser and Director), Hiroyuki Sato, Masanobu Tachibana, 
Yoshihiro Nishiaki, Tomoyasu Kiuchi, Sumio Fuji, Takuro Adachi, Kae Suzuki, Akira Tsuneki, 
Atsunori Hasegawa, Hirotoshi Numoto, Shogo Kume, Izumi Yoda, Harumi Horioka, Haider Urebi, 
Mitsuo Hoshino, Tsuyoshi Tanaka, Toshio Nakamura, Hidekazu Yoshida, Takeshi Saito, Kazuhiro 
Tsukada, Yusuke Katsurada, Ken-ichi Tanno, Lubna Omar, Chie Akashi, Yasuyoshi Okada, Naoko 
Fukami, Ryuichi Yoshitake, Yo Negishi, Panagiotis Tokmakidis, Shouko Ueda, Natsuko Fujikawa, 
Saeko Miyashita, Hitoshi Hasegawa, Tomoya Goto, Shu Takahama, Toshio Hayashi, Ryuji Matsubara, 
Toshiki Yagyu, Kenichiro Takao and Yoshihiko Nakano.
In the 1st season of field works, we undertook surveys of archaeological sites and birs in the research 
region, and confirmed that there is a bias in the dates of the sites distribued on the Euphrates plateau 
between the towns of Mansura and Ghanem al-Ali. We also confirmed that most of the sites in the 
western part of the research region are dated to the Roman, Byzantine and Islamic periods, while 
in the eastern part only a few sites are distributed, several of which are dated to the Early Bronze 
Age.
On the basis of these archaeological surveys, we chose Tel Ghanem al-Ali and Tel Hammadin 
in the 2nd season as candidates for future excavations.
And in the 3rd season, trench excavations were started at the site of Tel Ghanem al-Ali, and they 
were continued in the 4th and 7th seasons. Survey of cairns along the northern edge of the Mount 
Bishri was also started in the 3rd season.
In the 5th season, we caried out intensive surveys of archaeological sites in the research region 
to clarify the EBA land-use paterns around Tel Ghanem al-Ali, in order to gain further records of 
population history in this region since earlier times. We also caried out sondage at Rujum Hedaja 
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near Bir Rahub in the 5th to 7th seasons, with a view to exploring the pastoral background of the 
EBA society in the middle Euphrates river basin.
In the 5th to 7th seasons, we also caried out surveys at the Early Bronze Age hiltop tombs around 
the vilage of Ghanem al-Ali, in order to shed light on the funerary aspect of the EBA setlement 
of Tel Ghanem al-Ali.
During the surveys above, our geolo-geographical team confirmed that the site of Tel Ghanem 
al-Ali is situated on the 1st river terace of the Euphrates among the 1st to 4th teraces in the research 
region.
Features of the objects, obtained during the series of field works and related surveys, demonstrate 
that the site of Tel Ghanem al-Ali, the tombs near Tel Ghanem al-Ali, and the cairn graves at Rujum 
Hedaja are altogether dated within the Early Bronze Age (EB II to EB Iva) periods, leading us to 
expect that the research to continue wil clarify how ancient pastoral nomadic tribes contributed to 
the formation of agriculture-based urban societies along the Middle Euphrates, North-East Syria.
The papers presented here are the three working reports of the 5th to 7th field works in the forms 
of their submission to the Syrian Directorate General of Antiquities and Musems (see Al-Maqdissi, 
Ohnuma, Al-Khabour, et al. (2008) for the working reports of the 1st to 4th field works).
Dr. Bassam Jamous, Director General of the Syrian Directorate General of Antiquities and Musems 
kindly understood this joint research and have been constantly cooperating towards its success, and 
we express our sincerest gatitude to him for his heart-warming cooperation.
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